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On Nov. 19, at the end of a four-day meeting in Washington, the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops urged the Reagan administration to "do everything possible" to support regional peace
efforts in Central America. The bishops expressed firm support for the mediation efforts of Cardinal
Miguel Obando y Bravo. The administration was called on to turn its "energies and resources
in the region from supplying weapons of war to building instruments of peace." The statement
was approved after the conference rejected amendments, proposed by bishops sympathetic to
administration policy, that would have taken a neutral view on providing contra aid. There are 52
million Roman Catholics in the US, making it the country's largest single religious denomination.
The conference was attended by 300 bishops. According to the New York Times, the bishops had
been working on the statement for more than a year. During the summer, they met with Central
American bishops and said they found encouragement for their efforts. During the debate on Nov.
19 on the bishop's 22-page statement, Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston proposed that the bishop's
scrap the entire document and substitute it with a 7-paragraph statement calling for peace in the
region and encouraging the work of the Nicaraguan Cardinal. He said the timing of the longer
document was inadvisable because it appeared to be partisan, and that it could be "manipulated"
by either side for "propaganda purposes." Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago argued that the
document summarized positions taken by the bishops over the years, including their opposition to
contra aid. (Basic data from New York Times, 11/20/87)
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